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= Low light pollution
recommended

= Orientation of the |
Milky Way to the South |/~
if possible: the highest [ *
in the sky |

= Avoid the full moon!

= Picturesque site:
Mountain, lake or sea,
ruins, unusual
building, ...

= Not too difficult to
access (heavy payload
to carry ~20 Kg)

= Plan to bivouac if
necessary
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Setting up the mount

= Use of a travel mount preferably: allows
you to follow the rotation of the Earth
during the long exposure time

* Avoid star trails due to rotation
* The tripod of the mount must be level
 Polaris alighment using the polar finder

« Smartphone application to have the exact
position of the polar star and to control the
mount in WiFi

<« Polar Scope Location
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Framing

Prerequisites:

* Know precisely the point of focus at infinity on the
lens (make a mark with the direction arrow to have
the same mechanical game)

* Have adjusted the mount's polar finder centered

Use an application on the smartphone (with the GPS
activated) to know when the Milky Way will pass to
the South ( Stellarium , Star Chart , ...)

Orient the shot towards the South: this is where the
Milky Way will pass

Choice of foreground, background, reflection in the
water, ...

Adjust the framing by taking photos

Check that the mount is still well aligned with the
North Star

Do not touch the settings and wait for nightfall
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Taking snapshots: Milky Way

1. Use of a SmartT})hone application to
control the Reflex remotely (“DSLR
Controller” very well)

2. Take shots at nightfall to have the
landscape sufficiently visible

3. Enable Mount TraCk'Ing 3.2.1.8.1.2.3 ISC#AUTO> | ns2

4. When the Milky Way becomes visible
to the naked eye, take pictures to
find the right setting (Example: 800
iso, 3 min, lens open to the maximum)

5. Program a series of photos and trigger
automatic shooting
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Taking snapshots: Circumpolar and Time lapse

1. Use of a SmartT})hone application to
control the Reflex remotely (“DSLR
Controller” very well)

2. Stop tracking the mount

3. Return to initial framing (manually or
with the motor of the mount)

4. Use the same settings as before
5. Do not enable mount tracking

6. Program a series of photos and trigger
ﬁutomatlc shooting over at least 1 to 3
ours
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Treatment 1/2

Processed (without reflectic

= Preprocessing of the
Milky Way to reduce
noise (addition of
several images)

Using Photoshop or
equivalent to :

* Treatment of the Milky
Way

* Treatment of the
reflection in the lake
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Treatment 2/2
o Us]ng Photoshop or Landscape o o Assembly
equivalent Womas.. | O S
= Landscape treatment

m Cuttin%of the landscape
along the mountain
ridge lines

= Cutting of the lake
= Assembly
= Harmonization of tones
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Time lapses and other photos

= Time lapse of the Milky Way at Lake Gaube

= Time lapse of the Milky Way in the Lutour Valley
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https://www.astrobin.com/421495
https://www.astrobin.com/421371
https://www.astrobin.com/421371

More details on my personal website...

https://www.astro-photo.fr |

Photograph the Milky Way | Olivier Ravayrol | 29/12/2022 10


https://www.capgemini.com/optimize-your-business-and-it-operations
https://www.astrobin.com/users/olivierr31
https://www.astro-photo.fr/
https://www.astro-photo.fr/
https://www.astro-photo.fr/
https://www.astro-photo.fr/

